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Territorial recognition

The Commission des droits de la personne et des droits de la jeunesse (the Commission) operates
within the territory of Québec, a territory occupied by Indigenous Peoples for thousands of years.
Today, 11 peoples have historic territories in Québec: the Inuit and 10 First Nations: the Anishinabe,
Atikamekw, Eeyou, Innu, Kanien'keha:ka, Mi'gmaq, Naskapi, Wabanaki, Wendat and Wolastoqiyik.

Colonization led to territorial displacement and dispossession. The historic territories of several of
these peoples are not covered by treaties and are at the heart of claims relating to their ancestral
rights. Indigenous Peoples have a special relationship with territory, which is a component of their
identity and intimately linked to their traditional and contemporary cultures, spiritualities and ways
of life. The Commission recognizes that defending the rights of Indigenous Peoples is inseparable
from protecting their lands, territories and resources.

As the Commission sees it, acknowledging the historic territory of the First Nations and Inuit is an
essential step towards reconciliation and decolonizing institutional practices. This is why the
Commission is committed to developing territorial recognition practices with Indigenous Peoples,
especially regarding the historic territories on which its offices are located.

In addition to the members of the 11 Indigenous Nations in Québec, the Commission recognizes its
responsibilities regarding the rights of all First Nations, Inuit and Métis.!

The Commission's orientations cover First Nations and Inuit collective rights, the rights of all
Indigenous people in Québec, whether or not they belong to one of the 11 Indigenous Nations in
Québec, as well as Indigenous children’s rights.

The importance of setting institutional objectives to contribute to reconciliation

Recent years have seen several federal and provincial commissions of enquiry which have brought
to light serious infringements of Indigenous rights and the ensuing individual and intergenerational
trauma. These enquiries have also identified numerous institutional practices that need to be
reviewed to ensure equal public services for Indigenous populations.

As aresult of these findings, public institutions, different levels of government and human rights and
child protection organizations have undertaken a review of their practices to consider in the changes
needed to develop bonds of trust with Indigenous Peoples and their representatives. This rethinking
process is crucial for combatting systemic racism and discrimination and embarking on a journey of
reconciliation between these institutions and Indigenous Peoples.

In 2021, following the report of the Public Inquiry Commission on Relations between Indigenous
Peoples and Certain Public Services in Québec: Listening, Reconciliation and Progress, the
Commission adopted orientations concerning Indigenous Peoples and issues related to its
mandates under the Charter of Human Rights and Freedoms (the Charter) and the Youth Protection

Métis are people whose ancestors lived on the Prairies and received Métis land or scrip. In other words,
they are descendants of the historic Métis Nation. This term should not be confused with the broader
one that refers to people of mixed ancestry (Indigenous and non-Indigenous) who call themselves
Métis (but who should identify themselves as ethnically diverse, which is not to be misconstrued as
Métis). Many Métis people live in Québec, but there is no recognized Métis nation within the province.
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Act(the Act). Since then, Indigenous organizations have approached the Commission to find out how
it could better meet their needs and help defend their rights.

The Commission then revised its orientations to ensure that its work is better aligned with the goal of
supporting Indigenous Peoples in defending and promoting their rights and creating lasting links with
them. Through these orientations, the Commission reinforces its commitment to carrying out its
mission in accordance with the principles of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples.

To contribute to this reconciliation process, the Commission sought the participation of Indigenous
organizations and organizations working with Indigenous Peoples. The aim of these meetings was to
raise awareness of the Commission and to find ways of improving access to its services. They were
alsointended torefine our understanding of Indigenous needs and realities in order to identify priority
issues.

The Commission believes that public bodies are duty-bound to review their practices to ensure that
they respect the rights of Indigenous individuals and Peoples.
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ORIENTATION 1

To strengthen our position as an institution committed to defending and promoting First Nations and
Inuit rights, in a process of reconciliation.

OBJECTIVES

Implement the "nothing about us without us" principle by developing respectful, lasting and
reciprocal relationships with Indigenous Peoples and the organizations that represent them.

Define and publicize institutional responsibilities, priorities and commitments regarding
reconciliation.

Adopt an approach based on the specific rights of Indigenous Peoples by applying the United
Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (DRIP) and its main principles: the
right to self-determination, the right to be recognized as distinct peoples, the right to free,
prior and informed consent, and the right to equality.

Defend and promote the rights of all Indigenous Peoples and the rights specific to First
Nations and Inuit in our public actions and in each of the Commission's mandates.

ORIENTATION 2

Improve the accessibility of the Commission's services for First Nations and Inuit.

OBJECTIVES

Explain the Commission’s responsibilities and services, as well as its status as a body
independent of government.

Promote knowledge of the rights enshrined in the Charter of Human Rights and Freedoms,
the Youth Protection Actand the Youth Criminal Justice Act, considering the laws that apply
in Québec, including the Act respecting First Nations, Inuit and Métis children, youth and
families.

Review and adapt the Commission's practices in collaboration with Indigenous
organizations.

Increase the capacity of the Commission's staff to understand First Nations and Inuit realities
and to take them into account in carrying out their duties.
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